
 

For more on this and for large versions of the charts, go to https://facts4eu.org/news/2019_apr_single_market_summary 
Members of the public may circulate this freely, unmodified. Pro-Brexit groups are kindly asked to contact us first. 

 

 EU DATA SHOWS HOW THE SINGLE MARKET  
DOESN’T WORK FOR THE UK 

 
 

Dear MP, we have condensed years of research of the Single Market into 3 main points for you.  The information 
comes from EU Commission and ONS information, and as such is incontrovertible. 
 

UK benefits least from the Single Market out of all 28 EU members 
 

“The UK is the Member State with the lowest trade integration in the Single Market for goods” 
- EU Commission, Single Market Scoreboard, 2018 
 

 

 

 UK benefits least out of the EU28 from 
membership of the Single Market 
 

 Only 7.3% of UK GDP relates to UK goods 
exported to the Single Market 

 

 For total trade integration the UK is bottom 
 

 For goods exports, the UK is second to the 
bottom 

 
Click here to enlarge the chart 

 

UK’s average growth rate has fallen since the Single Market 
 

If membership of the Single Market is great for jobs and the economy, then it should be possible to see increased 
growth after it started. After all, this is what the EU promised and still claims today. Surely there will have been a 
noticeable positive effect when measured over a suitably long period, like 50 years? 
 

 

 

UK average growth before & after the Single 
Market  

 25 years BEFORE Single Market started: 
2.4% average annual UK growth 
 

 25 years AFTER Single Market started: 
2.2% average annual UK growth 

 
The UK’s average annual growth rate has fallen 
since the start of the Single Market, not risen.  
 
Click here to enlarge the chart 

 

Some more quick & simple facts about the Single Market 
 

 Over 160 countries trade with the EU – and so will the UK  - without membership of the Single Market  

 After 25 years, it still doesn’t work – ‘unfinished and stalled’ [Major OECD report, 2016]  

 The Single Market comes with unlimited immigration and subjection to EU laws you can’t vote on 
 
The UK is the second-highest net contributor to the EU’s funds. In other words, the UK is the second-biggest 
payer, but at the end of the queue when it comes to benefiting from that. 
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